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Clete Boykin, is a native of Manning, in
South Carolina’s 6th Congressional District.
She is a member of the distinguished De
Laine family, who initiated the activities in
Clarendon County, South Carolina that led to
the landmark Brown v. Board of Education Su-
preme Court case that desegregated public
schools. She continues to uphold that legacy
with her work today.

Clete grew up in Lancaster, South Carolina,
and graduated summa cum laude from Lan-
caster High School. She matriculated at
Clemson University, which shaped the future
trajectory of her life. Clete lived on the fourth
floor of Benet Hall, and made lifelong friends
known as the “Benet Babes,” who won the
1978 Women’s Intramural Flag Football
Championship. She still sees the group every
summer, and, in 2015, the Benet Babes es-
tablished a scholarship fund to give deserving
students the opportunity to attend Clemson.

At Clemson, Clete distinguished herself as
one of the first African American members of
the Tiger Band, and still proudly wears her
Tiger Band jacket in cold Washington winters.
She graduated from Clemson with honors and
received a Bachelor of Science degree in
plant sciences.

Clete continued to break ground by joining
E.l. du Pont de Nemours and Company as the
first African American woman to work as a
sales and marketing representative in the
company’s Agricultural Chemicals business.
Clete rose to manage du Pont's $ 1.5 million
plant nursery business in Florida. The com-
pany then tapped her to join the company’s
government affairs office in Washington, D.C.
There she managed a variety of policy issues
including agriculture, transportation, environ-
mental, trade secrets and defense matters re-
lated to the Kevlar® paraaramid synthetic fiber
used in protective vests and helmets.

In 1989, Clete earned a Master of Arts in
International Relations from American Univer-
sity in Washington. She attended the Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s Citizens Academy as
a member of its Class of 2011, and received
the  Washington Government Relations
Group’s Reginald “Reg” Gilliam Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2014 for her excellence
as a government relations professional.

She retired from DuPont in 2015 after 29
years of service, and started her own govern-
ment consulting firm, CDB ProjX. She is often
seen on Capitol Hill as part of Clemson’s gov-
ernmental affairs organization working to build
relationships with federal officials and pro-
moting her beloved alma mater.

Her work with Clemson also extends to vol-
unteer roles. Clete has held many voluntary-
leadership positions, including serving as a
former member of both the University’s Board
of Visitors and the Clemson University Foun-
dation Board of Directors. Currently, she
chairs the Clemson Institute for Parks Board
of Advisors. She is a member of the Clemson
University Tiger Band Association and a long-
time board member of the Baltimore/Wash-
ington, D.C. Clemson Club.

She has helped organize various Clemson
events in the Washington area, including
2017’s Clemson Day at the White House hon-
oring the University’s national championship
football team. She also helps students of color
in the D.C. area who are interested in attend-
ing Clemson by connecting them with campus
contacts or facilitating campus tours.

In addition to her work with Clemson, Clete
serves on the boards of the Washington Gov-
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ernment Relations Group Foundation and the
Potomac Riverkeeper Network Leadership
Council. She volunteers for McKenna’s
Wagon, a mobile food service that feeds peo-
ple in need throughout the D.C. area, and she
has bicycled hundreds of miles to raise money
for AIDS charities and to support the fight
against multiple sclerosis.

She is a member of the board of the South
Carolina Business Council and is vice chair-
man of the board of directors of the Briggs, De
Laine, Pearson Foundation, which focuses on
providing free after-school and summer tutor-
ing for individuals from low-income back-
grounds in Clarendon County, South Carolina.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and our col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Clete
Boykin on her well-deserved recognition by
the Clemson Alumni Association. | can think of
no greater champion of their alma mater, and
no one more effective or dedicated to her
work than Clete. She makes Clemson Univer-
sity and her home state of South Carolina very
proud.
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Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize J. Allen Martin for his outstanding
service to our state.

Allen has selflessly served the state of
South Carolina and Clemson University for
decades. He graduated from Clemson in 1969
and has since served on several University
Boards and Committees. For example, Allen
has served on the Baltimore/DC Clemson
Club Board of Directors as a leader, host, and
volunteer for many years and currently serves
on the Clemson University Foundation Board.

In addition to his community involvement,
Allen is the Managing Partner of The Living-
ston Group. Allen was previously the Chief of
Staff to Congressman Bob Livingston (R—LA)
throughout Mr. Livingston’s congressional ca-
reer. In 1999, he co-founded The Livingston
Group, together with the Congressman and
other former staff members. Allen is well re-
spected for his in-depth knowledge of the gov-
ernment decision-making process and has
been involved with numerous successful polit-
ical activities and elections throughout the
United States.

Allen is a valued, dependable, and humble
community leader. He has exceeded expecta-
tions in public service, highlighted by his re-
ceipt of numerous honors and accolades. For
example, Allen recently received the Clemson
Alumni Association’s Distinguished Service
Award, the highest honor the Association can
bestow upon an alumnus or alumna. The Dis-
tinguished Service Award is given to alumni
who have not only dedicated their life to pro-
fessionalism and public service, but who have
also continued a lifelong dedication to
Clemson University.

On behalf of the 5th District of South Caro-
lina, it is my most sincere pleasure to recog-
nize Allen for his outstanding leadership and
public service. | wish him the best of luck
throughout his future endeavors, as | am con-
fident he will continue to serve and find great
success in all that he does.

E323
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Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,
| rise to recognize Bill Burton for his many
years of service as a community advocate and
for his role as the Area Director for the Rainier
Vista Boys & Girls Club.

A Rainier Vista native, Bill is an experienced
and accomplished community leader. He has
served as the Area Director of the Boys &
Girls Club since 1980, working tirelessly
throughout his life to empower local youth. As
Area Director, Bill was a driving force behind
fundraising efforts that galvanized the Rainer
Vista Boys & Girls Club. He turned what was
once an underdeveloped club into a thriving
community center that provides Rainier Vista
children a safe place to grow and learn.

Today, the Rainier Vista Club serves over
100 of the neighborhood’s youth through pro-
grams and mentorship to create positive
change in their community. These achieve-
ments would not have been possible without
Bill's passion and dedication for giving young
people opportunities to become outstanding
members of their community.

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege and
honor to recognize Bill for his outstanding
achievements and contributions to our com-
munity throughout his career.

———
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Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Judy Krause, former Winne-
bago High School girls’ basketball head
coach, for retiring with a historic and success-
ful career.

Coach Krause began her career as head
coach with the Winnebago girls’ basketball
team 33 years ago. Krause’s impressive ca-
reer comes to an end with 18 regional titles,
four sectional championships, three super-sec-
tional titles, a third-place state finish in 1992,
and a runner-up finish in 2022. In total, she’s
accumulated 598 wins and 332 losses as
head coach. Speaking to her success, Coach
Krause was inducted into the IBCA Hall of
Fame in 2017 and was recently named the
IBCA Coach of the Year for Class 2A for the
seventh time in a row. She was also nomi-
nated for overall coach of the year.

Madam Speaker, | would like to thank the
Winnebago High School girls’ basketball head
coach, Judy Krause, for her 33 years coaching
the Winnebago High School girls’ basketball
team and congratulate her on her retirement
after a highly successful career.
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